'Journal to Stella

LETTER IX

same with what she owes you,16 but she tells your mother
she has no money. I would to God all you had in the world
was there. Whenever you lend money take this rule, to
have two people bound, who have both visible fortunes;
for they will hardly die together; and when one dies, you
fall upon the other, and make him add another security:
and if Rathburn17 (now I have his name) pays you in your
money, let me know, and I will direct Parvisol accordingly:
however, he shall wait on you and know. So, ladies,
enough of business for one night. Paaaaast twelvwe
o'clock.18 I must only add, that after a long fit of rainy
weather, it has been fair two or three days, and is this day
grown cold and frosty; so that you must give poor little
Presto leave to have a fire in his chamber, morning and
evening too, and he'll do as much for you.
14. What, has your chancellor1^ lost his senses, like
Will Crowe ? I forgot to tell Dingley, that I was yesterday
at Ludgate, bespeaking the spectacles at the great shop
there, and shall have them in a day or two. This has
been an insipid day. I dined with Mrs, Vanhomrigh, and
came gravely home, after just visiting the Coffee-house.
Sir Richard Cox,20 they say, is sure of going over lord
*6 p. 74 n.33
17 Probably Joseph Rathborne, of the city of Dublin, a wealthy tallow
chandler, who was born in 1679, being a son of Richard Rathborne, a
merchant at Drogheda. He married Catherine Norman, and died in 1737.
J8 The bellman's voice.
l* Richard Freeman, a Whig, who owed his advancement to Comers,
had been sent over from England in 1706 to fill the position of Chief Baron
of the Exchequer in Ireland. In the following year he was appointed Lord
Chancellor. His abilities seem to have been moderate; but it was probably
his political views which earned him Swift's scorn (pos/ip. 108). Arch-
bishop King, writing to Swift, 16 Nov. 1710, mentions'the delay in public
business 'by the indisposition of my Lord Chancellor' (Corresp. i. 214).
See Ball, Judges in Ireland, ii. 30-1, 67-8. /
20 Richard Cox, 1650-1733, born at Sancton, co. Cork, was called to
the Bar at Gray's Inn in 1673. He returned to Ireland, and became
Recorder of Kinsale. An aggressive Protestant, he retired to Bristol on
the accession of James II. He hailed/the arrival of William, and was